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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 CANTAROW RESIDENCE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER/ APPLICANT: Oren Segal 
 P.O. Box 34548 
 Los Angeles, CA  90034 
 
PREPARER: Kerry Addica  
 P.O. Box 382 
 El Portal, CA  95318 
 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: October 21, 2021 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original expiration date 
of November 2, 2021, is tolled, and a revised date 
will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 
21, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also 
apply. 
 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-6267-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-6268-CE   
 
Location: 1130 N. Sunset Vale Avenue 
Council District: 4 – Raman 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Land Use Designation: Low II Residential 
Zoning: R1-1-HCR 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Bel Air-Beverly Crest 
Legal Description: Tract 9691, Lot 15 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachments: Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—September 23, 2021 
 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDINGS 
 

• The Cantarow Residence “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, 
or method of construction” as an excellent and highly intact example of Mid-Century 
Modern residential architecture. 

 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Cantarow Residence is a one-story single-family residence located on the east side of Sunset 
Vale Avenue in the Hollywood Hills West neighborhood of Los Angeles. Designed in the Mid-
Century Modern architectural style by architect Alexander Ban (1909-1998), the property was built 
in 1963 for Dr. J. Harold Cantarow, an obstetrician at Cedars of Lebanon Hospital. 
 
Rectangular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with stucco cladding and 
has a flat roof with wide, overhanging eaves and exposed rafter beams. The house sits back from 
the property line and occupies most of the parcel, which slopes steeply downward towards Sunset 
Vale. The subject property is entered via a long, narrow driveway from Sunset Vale that leads to 
a small flat area and a detached carport. The primary, east-facing facade is dominated by 
concrete steps flanked by a cinder block wall that continues past a courtyard to a recessed main 
entrance featuring a painted solid wood door. To the right of the entrance is the exterior wall of 
the dining room, and to the left is a wooden gate that leads to a steep hillside down to the driveway. 
The rear, west-facing facade features a paved courtyard overlooking Sunset Vale that wraps the 
dwelling. Access to the courtyard is via floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors that span the length of 
the building. The south facing facade has a bank of three-quarter windows with a window box that 
sits underneath the windows. The north-facing facade backs onto a hillside. Interior features 
include a prominent brick-clad fireplace in the dining area, built-in wood shelving, a kitchen pass 
through window, wood pocket doors, and exposed wood beams.  
 
Alexander Ban was born in 1909 in a small village in Hungary, and later studied at the Royal 
Technical University in Budapest where he graduated as an architect in 1931. In 1941, he 
escaped Nazi persecution as a Jewish refugee and eventually landed in Los Angeles. Ban 
developed his architectural professional training by working with several prestigious architectural 
firms including theatre architect S. Charles Lee, Allen and Lutzi Architects, and Albert C. Martin 
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and Associates, Architects and Engineers. In 1946, he established his own architectural firm with 
an office on S. La Brea Ave. near Park La Brea. As exemplified by the subject property, one of 
Ban’s architectural philosophies regarding residential construction was to utilize every amount of 
space, no matter how small, and make it a priority to have direct ventilation and light. Ban 
achieved a first prize award from the Lincoln Architectural Welding Foundation for his work on 
structural design, specifically welded steel column assemblies for residential construction. 
Notable works by Ban include the Zoltan Kordas House (1946), a residence for Dr. and Mrs. 
Adelbert Frisch in the Hollywood Hills (1948), and his own family home next door to the subject 
property at 1140 Sunset Vale (1951). In 1976, Ban moved away from Los Angeles to Three 
Rivers, California where he built a house and lived until his death in 1998.  
 
Based on permit records and the site visit, the subject property has not experienced any 
alterations. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
The Cantarow Residence meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it “embodies the 
distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction” as an excellent and 
highly intact example of Mid-Century Modern residential architecture. 
 
The Mid-Century Modern architectural style gained popularity because of its use of standardized, 
prefabricated materials, and economical construction, and as a result, it became the predominant 
style in post-World War II era design for single-family homes. The hallmarks of the style, as 
exhibited by the subject property, are the post-and-beam construction, one-story configuration, 
horizontal massing, and open interior space. The subject property also retains other characteristic 
features of the style that include the low-pitched roof, sliding glass doors, and generally 
unadorned wall surfaces.  
 
The subject property retains a high level of integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its significance. 
 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Cantarow Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with 
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that 
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with 
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the 
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LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic 
significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations 
and new construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2021-6268-CE was prepared on September 28, 2021. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
On July 23, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. On August 
19, 2021, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the subject property under 
consideration as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. On September 23, 2021, a 
subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioner Kanner conducted a site inspection 
of the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of Historic Resources.  
 
The original expiration date of November 2, 2021, is tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising 
Expiration of Emergency Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of 
the local emergency period. Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

 
Pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines § 15062, the notice should be posted with the County Clerk by 
mailing the form and posting fee payment to the following address: Los Angeles County Clerk/Recorder, Environmental Notices, P.O. 
Box 1208, Norwalk, CA 90650. Pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of 
limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the 
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Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 CANTAROW RESIDENCE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER/ APPLICANT: Oren Segal 
 P.O. Box 34548 
 Los Angeles, CA  90034 
 
PREPARER: Kerry Addica  
 P.O. Box 382 
 El Portal, CA  95318 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: August 19, 2021 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
              information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of August 22, 2021, per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will 
be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 
21, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los 
Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of 
Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal Code 
and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of 
Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling 
HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of 
Emergency Orders 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for 
the duration of the local emergency period.  
 
Please note that other State law provisions 
may also apply. 

CASE NO.: CHC-2021-6267-HCM 
                    ENV-2021-6268-CE   
 
Location: 1130 N. Sunset Vale Avenue 
Council District: 4 – Raman 
Community Plan Area: Hollywood 
Land Use Designation: Low II Residential 
Zoning: R1-1-HCR 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Bel Air-Beverly Crest 
Legal Description: Tract 9691, Lot 15 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Cantarow Residence is a one-story single-family residence located on the east side of Sunset 
Vale Avenue in the Hollywood Hills West neighborhood of Los Angeles. Designed in the Mid-
Century Modern architectural style by architect Alexander Ban (1909-1998), the property was built 
in 1963 for Dr. J. Harold Cantarow, an obstetrician at Cedars of Lebanon Hospital. 
 
Rectangular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with stucco cladding and 
has a flat roof with wide, overhanging eaves and exposed rafter beams. The house sits back from 
the property line and occupies the majority of the parcel, which slopes steeply downward towards 
Sunset Vale. The subject property is entered via a long, narrow driveway from Sunset Vale that 
leads to a small flat pad before a detached carport. The primary, east-facing facade is dominated 
by concrete steps flanked by a cinder block wall that continues past a courtyard to a recessed 
main entrance featuring a painted solid wood door. To the right of the entrance is the exterior wall 
of the dining room, and to the left is a wooden gate that leads to a steep hillside down to the 
driveway. The rear, west-facing facade features a paved courtyard overlooking Sunset Vale that 
wraps the dwelling. Access to the courtyard is via floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors that span the 
length of the building. The south facing facade has a bank of three-quarter windows with a window 
box that sits underneath the windows. The north-facing facade backs onto a hillside. Interior 
features include a prominent brick-clad fireplace in the dining area, built-in wood shelving, a 
kitchen path through window, wood pocket doors, and exposed wood beams.  
 
Alexander Ban was born in 1909 in a small village in Hungary, and later studied at the Royal 
Technical University in Budapest where he graduated as an architect in 1931. In 1941, he 
escaped Nazi persecution as a Jewish refugee and eventually landed in Los Angeles. Ban 
developed his architectural professional training by working with several prestigious architectural 
firms including theatre architect S. Charles Lee, Allen and Lutzi Architects, and Albert C. Martin 
and Associates, Architects and Engineers. In 1946, he established his own architectural firm with 
an office on S. La Brea Ave. near Park La Brea. One of Ban’s architectural philosophies regarding 
residential construction was to utilize every amount of space, no matter how small, and make it a 
priority to have direct ventilation and light. Notable works by Ban include the Zoltan Kordas House 
(1946), a residence for Dr. and Mrs. Adelbert Frisch in the Hollywood Hills (1948), and his own 
family home next door to the subject property at 1140 Sunset Vale (1951). In 1976, Ban moved 
away from Los Angeles to Three Rivers, California where he built a house and lived until his death 
in 1998.  
 
Based on permit records, the subject property has not experienced any alterations. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 
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3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On July 23, 2021, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 
30-day expiration date of August 22, 2021, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. 
Please note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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1130 Sunset Vale

Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination Continuation Sheet


A. Property Description


Site


The single-family residence at 1130 Sunset Vale occupies an irregular parcel of 
9,848 square feet, located on the east side of Sunset Vale on the cusp of the 
Hollywood Hills West neighborhood of Los Angeles.  The one-story house sits 
back from the property line and occupies the majority of the parcel, which slopes 
steeply downward towards Sunset Vale.  The property is entered via a long, narrow 
driveway from Sunset Vale that leads to a small flat pad before a detached carport 
with side-by-side parking for two vehicles.  Landscaping is generally ground cover 
and mature trees.  The topography of the area is characterized by steep hills, 
canyons, and winding roads.  The property is surrounded by one-to-two story 
single-family residences, many of which adhere to the hilly nature of the 
neighborhood.


Exterior


The subject property was completed in 1963 and designed by Alexander Ban in the 
Mid-Century Modern style.  It features a rectangular plan that was built on a 
concrete foundation at the top of the hill.  The house features wood-frame 
construction with exterior walls of stucco.  The building is capped by a flat roof 
with wide, overhanging eaves and exposed wood beams. 


The primary (east) facing facade is dominated by concrete steps flanked by a 
cinder block wall that leads past a courtyard to the primary entrance.  The recessed 
entrance is approached by a paved walkway and features a solid wood door painted 
white.  To the right of the entrance is the exterior wall of the dining room.  To the 
left of the entrance is a wooden gate that leads to a steep hillside that leads to the 
driveway.  There are no stairs leading down to the driveway from the wooden gate.  
There are no windows at the entrance.
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The rear (west) facing facade features a paved courtyard / patio which overlooks 
Sunset Vale.  The patio extends to the north of the property wrapping around the 
dwelling.  The vegetation consists of shade trees.  Access to the courtyard / patio is 
via floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors that span the length of the building.


The south facing facade overlooks the driveway and consists of a bank of three-
quarter windows that span the length of the building.  A purpose-built window box 
sits underneath the windows and spans the length of the building.


The north facing facade backs onto a hillside containing a retaining wall.


Interior


The interior of the building consists of one bedroom, two bathrooms, kitchen, 
dining room, living room, and den.  The dwelling is entered through a narrow 
hallway with concrete flooring which continues into a large L-shaped room 
combining living and dining area with a prominent brick-clad fireplace, built-in 
wood shelving and exposed wood beams.  The living room faces west and south 
and is bordered by floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors that lead to the courtyard / 
patio on the west and a row of three-quarter windows on the south.  On the north-
side of the room is a brick fireplace flanked by sliding wood pocket doors.  One 
door leads to a den.  The other door leads to a small hallway.  Off the hallway is a 
full bath.  On the east-side of the open concept living room is the dining area which 
has a large floor-to-ceiling window on the east wall.  Next to the window is a 
kitchen pass through window.  The rectangular-shaped spacious kitchen is accessed 
via a hallway to the north of the dining area and is equipped with original features 
including appliances, wood cabinets, linoleum floor, and beamed ceilings.


The square-shaped bedroom is located at the rear of the dwelling along the same 
hallway that leads to the kitchen.  This hallway links to the hallway that leads to 
the second bathroom and den and back to the living room through the wood pocket 
doors.  The bedroom has a bathroom located on the east-side.  The floor is concrete 
and the wood-beam ceiling is the same as the rest of the dwelling.
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Alterations


1130 Sunset Vale has had no structural or cosmetic alterations.  The roof was 
repaired in 2013.


Character-Defining Features


Site


• Hillside site and setting

• Steeply sloping lot, with expansive city views

• Minimal street presence, with the majority of the house situated on top of the hill 

to take advantage of the views


Exterior


• One-story configuration

• Two-car carport

• Flat roof with wide, overhanging eaves and exposed wood beams

• Sliding glass doors along west elevation


Interior


• Built-in wood shelving

• Open, flexible living room and dining room floorpan

• Brick fireplace in living room along the north elevation
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B. Statement of Significance


Summary


1130 Sunset Vale meets the following criteria for designation as a Los Angeles 
Historic-Cultural Monument [HCM]:


	 Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 
	 construction.


Built in 1963, the property at 1130 Sunset Vale embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of the Mid-Century Modern architectural style and method of 
construction, conveyed through the building’s expression of structural systems, 
geometric massing, dramatic overhangs, and seamless relationship between indoor 
and outdoor spaces.  


Early Development of Los Angeles


The location of 1130 Sunset Vale is on an elevated spot where Trousdale Estates, 
Beverly Hills and Sunset Strip converge.  1130 Sunset Vale is also on the cusp of 
Hollywood Hills West.


The Hollywood Hills West neighborhood is in the western portion of the famous 
Hollywood Hills that overlook Central Los Angeles and is home to actors, 
producers, musicians, and executives who run the entertainment industry. The vast 
majority of this area is residential, with Sunset Boulevard--with the famous 
"Sunset Strip" — as it's southern border.  In the late 1880s, when Hollywood was 
an agricultural settlement whose biggest cultural contribution was citrus fruit, the 
hills were inhabited by wild animals.  A few hunting cabins dotted the dry, treeless 
landscape.


The neighborhood is home to the Sierra Towers located at 9255 Doheny Road.  
Developed in the mid 1960s by the family who built New York’s Minskoff Theatre, 
it opened in 1966 and became the tallest residential structure in Los Angeles at 32-
stories high.  Designed by architect, Jack A Charney, who studied under Rudolph 
Schindler and Richard Neutra as a student at the Art Center College of Design in 
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Pasadena, the building contains one, two and three-bedroom residences featuring 
floor-to-ceiling windows with expansive views of city, mountains and ocean.  
Some past and present residents include Elton John, Cher, David Geffen and 
Sidney Poitier.


The neighborhood of Trousdale Estates was developed by Paul Trousdale from the 
1950s until the 1970s and contains the largest group of Mid-Century Modern 
architecture by master architects including Lloyd Wright, Wallace Neff, Paul R. 
Williams, and A. Quincy Jones.  The land was originally owned by Edward L. 
Doheny [1856-1935] an American oil tycoon who in 1892 drilled his first 
successful well in Los Angeles and was known as the Doheny Ranch or Doheny 
Estate and includes Greystone Mansion, on the National Register of Historic 
Places, and was the former home of Edward L. Doheny, Jr [1893-1929] and his 
family.  Trousdale purchased the land in 1952.  Notable past and present residents 
include Elvis Presley, Frank Sinatra, Howard Hughes, President Richard Nixon, 
Jane Fonda, and Ringo Starr.


Construction and Occupant History


In 1963, Alexander Ban built a residence at 1130 Sunset Vale for Dr. J. Harold 
Cantarow MD who had been the attending obstetrician at Cedars of Lebanon 
Hospital in Beverly Hills.  Dr. Cantarow was a proponent of caudal analgesia in 
private obstetric practice used to promote painless childbirth and wrote many 
articles on the subject [Cantarow, p. 767].  Ban lived next door at 1140 Sunset Vale 
in a house that he had designed and built in 1951.  


Common features of 1130 Sunset Vale also shared with other Alexander Ban-
designed buildings include the use of sliding glass doors to facilitate movement 
between the interior and exterior spaces.  This aesthetic for easy indoor / outdoor 
living was integral to Ban’s architectural philosophy as stated by Alexander Ban’s 
son, Nathen Banne, in his attached letter and other houses Ban designed and built, 
including the Zoltan Korda house.  Another of Ban’s architectural philosophies 
related to his utilization of space regarding direct light.
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Mid-Century Modernism


The residence at 1130 Sunset Vale embodies the distinctive characteristics of Mid-
Century Modernism, a broad term used to classify a wide variety of diverging 
schools of Modernism that emerged in the postwar era as innovative architects 
adapted the ideas and tenets of early Modernism to their own locales, material 
palettes, and local precedents.  Alexander Ban’s architectural style and philosophy 
embodied mid-century modernism with his use of floor-to-ceiling windows, 
exposed beams and an open floor plan.  


One of Ban’s contemporaries was Richard Neutra who was part of The Case Study 
House Program which was an experiment in American residential architecture 
sponsored by Art and Architecture Magazine and ran from 1945 until 1966.  The 
Case Study Program commissioned major architects including Neutra to design 
and build affordable houses for the post World War II generation.  Neutra designed 
four houses, only one was built - The Stuart Bailey House in Pacific Palisades.  In 
1958, Ban took on the project of building a studio addition for the Millard 
Kaufman House which had been designed and built by Richard Neutra in 1949.  


Alexander Ban, AIA 


Alexander Ban [1909-1998] was a native of Hungary who escaped Nazi 
persecution as a Jewish refugee in 1941 bound for America via Canada.  Ban 
landed in Los Angeles and applied for naturalization.  His first residence was on 
Brenda Street.  Born in 1909 in a small village in Hungary, Ban studied at the 
Royal Technical University in Budapest where he graduated as an architect in 
1931.  


Upon arriving in Los Angeles, Ban developed his architectural professional 
training by working with several prestigious architectural firms.  In Alexander 
Ban’s membership file for the American Institute for Architects, it states that in 
1941, Ban worked with the legendary theatre architect S. Charles Lee who 
designed around 250 movie theaters in the Los Angeles area, most notably the Los 
Angeles Theatre on Broadway in downtown which is on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  From 1942 to 1944, Ban also worked for Fluor Engineering Corp, 
a construction company for the oil and gas industry.  From 1944 to 1946, Ban 
worked for Allen and Lutzi Architects who are best known for the Burbank City 
Hall which is also designated on the National Register of Historic Places.  
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In 1946, Ban established his own architectural firm with an office on South La 
Brea near Park La Brea which is now the site of the Republique Cafe.  In addition 
to his own practice, Ban also worked for Albert C. Martin and Associates, 
Architects and Engineers, one of the most prominent firms of the twentieth century 
who built the Department of Water and Power Building in downtown Los Angeles 
on Hope Street.  


Ban achieved a first prize award from the Lincoln Architectural Welding 
Foundation for his work on structural design specifically welded steel column 
assemblies for residential construction.   In a 1948 Architectural Forum article 
entitled, “Welded Steel Column Assemblies,” welded steel column assemblies, 
designed by Alexander Ban, would replace wood posts in frame houses and would 
be more efficient in load bearing, installation and cost.  In 1948, Ban built an 
experimental house in Los Angeles to determine whether it was practical to use 
steel as supplementary framing in the building of wood houses.  The positives 
included the ability to utilize long window spans.  Ban believed that vertical 
supports were the weak points of wood-framed houses and by utilizing steel 
columns would enable modern architects to design houses that took into 
consideration outdoor / indoor living.  Ban invented hollow steel tubular columns 
in the form of 2 3/8 inch tubes to make house building efficient and affordable.  
The 2 3/8 inch steel posts were less expensive than a wood post.  As previously 
stated, Ban won the James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Foundation competition which 
is still in existence today promoting the art and science of welding.


One of Ban’s first commissions was to build a house for Zoltan Korda [1895-1961] 
who was a Hungarian-born refugee, just like Ban, and worked as a screenwriter, 
director and producer in the motion picture industry and won the Best Director 
Award at the Venice Film Festival in 1937 for his film, Elephant Boy, adapted from 
Rudyard Kiplings, The Jungle Book [1894].  The Zoltan Korda House was built in 
1946 in an avocado grove in Beverly Hills and was featured in a Los Angeles 
Times article entitled, “Los Angeles Now the Architectural Capital of the World,” 
by Lee Howard, which contains photographs of the house and gardens 
incorporating the aesthetic for easy indoor / outdoor living.  One of Ban’s 
architectural philosophies regarding residential construction was to utilize every 
amount of space, no matter how small, and make it a priority to have direct 
ventilation and light.  


In 1948, Ban built a house for Dr and Mrs Adelbert Frisch in the Hollywood Hills.  
For the erection of the house, Ban used his invention, welded steel column 
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assemblies to replace the need for heavy wood posts usually needed in frame 
construction.  By utilizing the welded steel columns, Ban could eliminate the 
distinction between outer and inner space by creating vast stretches of sliding glass 
unbroken by mullions.  Because of Ban’s use of steel columns, national recognition 
came his way and he won two-first prizes in the Lincoln Arc Welding Foundation 
Design for Progress Program.  Ban’s philosophy regarding architecture was to 
provide a space for the human soul to live in rather than just a small space enclosed 
by a wall and a roof.  Utilizing sliding plate glass windows, Ban abolished 
psychological difference between outer and inner spaces.  In the Frisch House, 12-
foot stretches of sliding glass all around the living area gives the human soul 
uninterrupted contact through the view into the garden, sky, and universe [Lee, 
H6].


According to a letter written by Nathen Banne, son of Alexander Ban, in support of 
this application, in 1951, Ban purchased land to build a home for his family at 
1140 Sunset Vale with money he had been awarded after winning an architectural 
competition for the design of a library in Dublin, Ireland.  The building lot was 
surrounded by woods and fields.  To build his residence, Ban had to carve out a flat 
plot from a granite cliff.


In 1958, Ban built a studio addition for the Millard Kaufman Residence, a 
midcentury modern two-story post-and-beam house nestled in the Hollywood Hills 
which had been originally built in 1949 by Richard Neutra.  Millard Kaufman co-
created the cartoon character Mr. Magoo and earned an Academy-Award 
nomination for the screenplay for the Spencer Tracy crime drama, Bad Day at 
Black Rock [1955]. The house has lofted exposed wood ceilings and an open floor 
plan with the kitchen, living and dining areas flowing seamlessly onto an 
expansive deck.  The living areas are flanked by expansive windows creating an 
indoor / outdoor flow.  Ban was also tasked with revising the foundation and the 
roof. 


In 1963, Ban built 1130 Sunset Vale next door to his own residence at 1140 Sunset 
Vale.  According to Nathen Banne, son of Alexander Ban, who grew up in the 
residence from the age of two until 19, Nathen remembers playing in the woods 
and fields that surround 1140 Sunset Vale which eventually became the building 
plot for 1130 Sunset Vale.  When Nathen was a child, he remembers his father 
discussing his architectural philosophy; Alexander Ban had one simple goal — 
melding indoors with outdoors to create a seamless transition, a reason Ban utilized 
floor-to-ceiling windows.  Ban also paid attention to the position of the house in 
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relationship to the suns trajectory throughout the day to make the most of energy 
efficiency as well as the views.  In his letter, Nathen Banne recalls a story about his 
father who did not compromise on his design principles.  The world-renowned 
composer, Igor Stravinsky, approached Ban wanting to remodel his residence on 
North Wetherly Drive just north of the Sunset Strip but Ban turned the job down 
because Stravinsky wanted, “a decorative motif engraved on the door of the 
kitchen cabinets.”  Nathen also recall that his father, Alexander Ban, applied to be 
the architect and designer of the FDR Memorial in Washington DC but was not 
selected but did receive an honorable mention.


In 1976, Ban moved away from Los Angeles to Three Rivers, California just 
outside of Sequoia National Park where he bought land and built a house.  He lived 
here until his death in 1998 just before his 90th birthday.


Period of Significance


The period of significance for 1130 Sunset Vale is defined as 1963, reflecting the 
year of the building’s construction.
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WELDED STEEL CDLDMN ASSEMDLIES designed by Alexander Ban replace wood posts in frame houses, are found more 

efficient in load bearing, installation and cost. 

The problem of whether il is practical to 
use steel as supplementary framing in the 
building of wood houses has received new 
attention from Alexander Ban in an experi-
mental house in Los Angeles and a com-
panion comparative study of other methods.* 
[n this close analysis of the design and cost 
advantages of welded tubular steel column 
assemblies u.sed with standard wood house 
construction. Ban has a number of telling 
points to make in favor of the steel columns. 

In both a design and structural sense, verti-

cal supports are the weak points of wood-

framed houses, Ban points out. The greater 

spans created by the new space concepts of 

contemporary architecture, (both in formation 

of interior areas and in the relation of interior 

and exterior) lead to concentrated loads which 

cannot be handled with entire efficiency with 

wood posts. 

Use of the steel columns in a wood-framed 
house can go far to attain the design end 
of many modern architects—the drawing of a 
new structural dividing line at the window 
head, with the lightest of vertical structural 
members and muHions between the roof super-
structure and the floor line or window sill line. 

Ban's hollow column—tested in the low cost 

frame house he has designed and built—is the 

-lid " lally" in Ufw form: a 2% in. tube, com-

fortably safe in size for strength with economy, 

and the maximum size which can be accommo-

dated within the thickness of the wood frame. 

Such a hollow cylinder, with not too many 

penetrations of its wall, is the most efficient 

section to develop a comparatively large radius 

of gyration. But mere structural efficiency was 

not the only determining factor in his use of 

such small sizes in supporting members. I t is 

not enough merely to design the safe structural 

element. This element has to be connected 

to the rest of the structure, and connections 

often call for such bulk that the use of the 

steel is impractical. 

Without welding, the complications of con-

necting 1 % in. and 3% in. wood members to 

a cylindrical steel surface of 1 3 16 in. radius, 

centered on the center line of the wood mem-

bers, would disallow the tubular section. Riv-

eted or bolted connections of vertical and 

lateral steel plates to a tube of this size would 

involve the bending of additional angles to 

fit the curved surface of the column, and the 

rivets and bolts would have to penetrate the 

f u l l diameter of the hollow cylinder. Because 

of this, perpendicular connections required at 

corner columns could not be made at the 

L O N G W I N D O W S P A N S a re made poss ib le in l o w cost 

w o o d houses by t h e use of s teel t u b u l a r c o l u m n s , w h o s e 

g r e a t s t i f f n e s s a l l o w s l ende r v e r t i c a l s u p p o r t m e m b e r s . 

* The study was prepared for a competition spon-
sored by the James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Foun-
dation, of Cleveland. 

S^ce/ kjlsu/ar columnj 

L O W C O S T H O U S E , b u i l t by Ban in Los 

A n g e l e s , uses t h e c o l u m n s he des i gne d f o r 

e c o n o m y a n d t o open l o n g , u n b r o k e n s t r e t c h e s 

of w i n d o w area in l i v i n g r o o m . 
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HIGH-SPEED PLASTERING is design of trowel with automatic pressure feeder. 

Self-feeding fountain trowel is 

wielded by its inventor, James 

A. Hicks, Clarke County, Ind. . 

machinist. Plasterers, claims 

Hicks, can accomplish four times 

as much work using this air pres-

sure feeder, as by prosaic methods. 

Plaster is mixed in the two tanks 

in the foreground and forced 

through the hose, emerging from 

a slot in the face of the trowel. 

Flow is controlled by the valve on 

the hose, held in the operator's 

left hand. 

same heights. On the other hand, the stagger-
ing of such connections would pose additional 
problems at the base plates, crown plates and 
lintel connections. A l l these difficulties—if the 
connections were to be riveted or bolted— 
probably would result in the use of an angle 
section in place of the tubular steel column. 
But an angle section with a radius of gyration 
comparable to the more efficient tubular sec-
tion would be 3 in . X 3 i n . x 1/4 i " - ! i t 
would weigh 12 per cent more than the 
equivalent tube, without counting the heavier 
connections necessary. 

Wi th welding, the need for the heavier angle 
section is avoided; the better solution in 
theory, the tubular section, is made more prac-
tical as well. 

I n Ban's design, transmission of the load to 
the tubular column is made through steel 
plates which are fillet welded to the column. 
For connection to the wood members which 
they are designed to receive, these plates bear 
stud bolts welded to each side. Additional 
stud bolts can be welded directly to the column 
to receive the window frames. 

Ban's aim in using stud bolts, which are 

common in machines and manufactured metal 

products but uncommon in structural details, 

was essentially one of complete column pre-

fabrication. Rather than the standard gusset 

plate connection—bolts through bolt holes— 

he wanted an assembly containing every part 

necessary to connect every member of a wood 

frame. 

Erection of the column, according to its 

developer, proved to be faster and simpler 

than that of any comparable supporting mem-

ber. The combined steel and wood skeleton 

around the 700 sq. f t . living room of his house 

stood in place witl i in three hours after the 

setting of the vertical supports had begun, with 

two carpenters working on the job. Base plate 

connections allow for shimming and adjust-

ments at the setting of the columns due to any 

irregularity in the concrete foundation. 

Ban's cost figures for the 2% in . steel col-

umns are not only considerably lower than 

the estimated cost of the equivalent angle, but 

also are lower than the cost of a wood post 

wliich would support the same loads. He fig-

ures $9.92 w i l l pay for the welded steel column 

assembly, complete—$2.63 for the material 

price of the main member, $2.17 for the con-

nections, and $5.12 for labor. The 3 in . x 3 in. 

X 1/4 in. angle would run 41 per cent more, he 

says, or just under $14. The equivalent wood 

post to support the 15 to 20 f t . span which the 

steel column carries would be about 4 x 6 in., 

according to Ban's calculations, and would rep-

resent a smaller material cost than either steel 

column. But the cost of connections for the 

wood post runs over twice that of the welded 

column, and total work cost also is higher. 

He places the estimated total of the wood post 

at $13.34, 34.5 per cent over his welded column 

assembly—not counting time saved by use of 

the more rapidly erected tubular steel column. 
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 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 9,847.8 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 592 - GRID G5

  PAGE 592 - GRID G6

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 4392013007

 Tract TR 9691

 Map Reference M B 139-10/11
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      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 14.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 70.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 6.40000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone Not Qualified

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Housing+Community Investment Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website http://hcidla.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No [APN: 4392013007]

 Ellis Act Property No

 AB 1482: Tenant Protection Act See Notes

      Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 4392013007

      Address 1130 SUNSET VALE AVE

            Year Built 1963

            Use Code 0100 - Residential - Single Family Residence

            Notes The property is subject to AB 1482 only if the owner is a corporation,
limited liability company, or a real estate investment trust.

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Hollywood

                Reporting District 631

 Fire Information  

      Bureau West

           Batallion 5

                District / Fire Station 41

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2017-2864-ZC

Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): ZONE CHANGE PER L.A.M.C.

Case Number: CPC-2016-1450-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN

Case Number: CPC-1986-831-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN REVISION/GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY PLAN AMENDMENT, ZONE CHANGES AND
HEIGHT DISTRICT CHANGES

Case Number: ENV-2018-153-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): ZONE CHANGE PER L.A.M.C.

Case Number: ENV-2017-2865-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): ZONE CHANGE PER L.A.M.C.

Case Number: ENV-2016-1451-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): UPDATE TO THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY PLAN

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-185491

ORD-129279

ORD-128730

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC5 2017 Color-Ortho 07/23/2021
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 1130 N SUNSET VALE AVE Tract: TR 9691 Zoning: R1-1-HCR

APN: 4392013007 Block: None General Plan: Low II Residential

PIN #: 144B165   235 Lot: 15  

 Arb: None  
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